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MINUTES OF THE 131st ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 
Monday 23 March 2026 at 7.00pm 

in the Loose Parish Pavilion, King George V Playing Field, ME15 9RG.  
 
Attendees: 
Councillors:  Cllr. Vianne Gibbons (Chair of Loose Parish Council), Cllr. Mick Westwood (Vice-Chair of Loose 
Parish Council), Cllr. Sarah Leeson, Cllr. Tony Oliver, Cllr. Sue Hill and Cllr. Velma Bennett. 
Speakers:  Cllr. Brian Clark (MBC Ward Councillor for Loose and Linton), Cllr. Paul Thomas (KCC Division 
Councillor for Maidstone South), PC Harry Greenfield and PC Lee Tallon. 
Other: Amanda Baker (Deputy Clerk), Eve Poulter (Assistant Clerk) and Stacey Champion (Assistant Clerk) 
who took the minutes. 
There were an additional 32 members of the public present. 
 
The meeting started at 7:05pm. 
 
Item 1: Apologies for absence 
Apologies were received from Cllr. Jim Andrews, Cllr. Elaine Lawford, Cllr. Matt Cooper and Nicky Bourne 
(Clerk & Responsible Finance Officer). 
Apologies were also received from Cllr. Simon Wales (MBC Ward Councillor for Loose & Linton).  
The Neighbourhood Plan working group also sent apologies for their members unable to attend. 
No apologies were received from Cllr. Robert Ford (KCC Councillor for Maidstone Rural West). 
 
Item 2: Chair’s welcome, opening remarks and introductions 
Chair Cllr. Vianne Gibbons welcomed and thanked everyone for coming to the Annual Parish Meeting.  Cllr. 
Gibbons explained that this was the parishioners’ meeting with a little formality (as per the agenda).   
 
Cllr. Gibbons then thanked all the volunteers and organisations below: 

- Ian Greenfield and the Loose Amenities Association (LAA) working party volunteers, who look after 
the valley and Brooks field 

- Derek Corbett and the pond working party volunteers, who maintain Loose stream and pond 
- Paul Kinnill and the North Loose volunteers, who attend to Mangravet Wood 
- Alan Baker, who never fails to attend a fallen tree with his trusty chainsaw 
- The allotment path volunteers, who cleared and transformed the overgrown path 
- All litter pickers across the parish 
- Our planter volunteers: Sue Lambert, Linda Newberry and South Park WI (Wheatsheaf Parade), 

Mike Harwood and Tiger Gardeners (Village Green), and Nicola Woodgate, Mick Abbott, Pauline 
Wright, Tony Day and Lisa Moore (Boughton Parade) 

- Our Community Coffee Morning ladies Anne Rigby and Pat Excell 
- Sean Carter for his work with the Highways Working Group  
- Val Allan, Anton Roszynski and Simon Ingarfield for the Pavilion working group 
- Peter Gardner, Anton Roszynski, Simon Green, Rhiannon Cox and Carol Westwood for the 

Neighbourhood Plan Working Group. 
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Cllr. Gibbons also thanked her councillors for volunteering and working in the best interests of Loose.  Cllr. 
Oliver was thanked for his contribution to Loose Parish Council since 2005 as he moves on to pastures new. 
A KALC (Kent Association of Local Councils) Community award was presented to former Cllr. Charlie 
Hollister, who unfortunately was unable to attend, in recognition of her contributions to Loose Parish 
Council and for her long-term service of almost 25 years. 
 
Cllr. Gibbons also asked for volunteers to join the council. 
 
Jody Earle from Loose Football Club (LFC) was also thanked for her contribution to establishing a new 
home for the junior football club at the King George V Playing Field and Loose Pavilion. 
 
Item 3 – Loose Neighbourhood Plan update 
Cllr. Westwood introduced the Neighbourhood Plan and explained that under National Planning Policy, the 
Neighbourhood Working Group have been combining the old plans of Loose and North Loose to protect 
and project the future of Loose.  The plan encompasses several aspects such as heritage, housing and 
travel, and an early draft plan was available for review.  The plan will be available for public consultation 
very soon. 
 
Cllr. Westwood thanked the Chair, Cllr. Gibbons, and presented her with a KALC Community award and gift 
to mark her 25 years of service to the Loose Parish Council. 
 
Item 4 – Minutes of the 130th Annual Parish Meeting held on 24th March 2025 
Minutes were agreed and signed by Cllr. Gibbons. 
 
Item 5 – Invited speakers 
Kent Police Beat Officers PC Greenfield and PC Tallon – PC Greenfield explained their role as Beat Officers 
and how they deal with 999 calls and local issues that residents raise to them.  PC Tallon has a long policing 
career and joined PC Greenfield as a parish Beat Officer last year. Both will be covering the Loose area and 
several other parishes (Coxheath, East Farleigh, West Farleigh, Chart Sutton, Tovil and Boughton 
Monchelsea).   
 
Reporting methods were mentioned such as 999, 101, online reporting, and involving the Parish Council in 
reported issues.  My Community Voice initiative was also explained. It works alongside Beat Officers and 
units such as the Child Centred Policing Unit (that works with secondary schools, primary schools and 
home environments) to tackle issues within the community through better communication and provides a 
mechanism for accurately reporting issues.   
 
KCC Division Councillor Paul Thomas – Cllr. Thomas provided an update on the containment of the 
meningitis outbreak (that originated in Canterbury) and expressed concerns about the abuse given to 
councillors who fact-share on social media platforms.  To tackle this, he is creating separate profiles for his 
political profile and his information-giving profile and encouraged residents to follow him. 
 
For Highways concerns, Cllr. Thomas asked residents to keep reporting these issues online and to the 
Parish Council and asked for the reference numbers to be sent to him, so he can monitor the progress.   
 
Cllr. Thomas and the police are working on an initiative developing a Maidstone Amateur Boxing Club to 
help reduce antisocial behaviour.  He expressed gratitude to all the local businesses who helped to start 
this initiative and is impressed by the impact it has already had in the short time it has been open.  This has 
been funded by some of his Combined Members Grant from Kent County Council.  Similarly, this supported 
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the Christmas present initiative (located in the Mall, Maidstone Town Centre) last December.  The grant 
will continue in the future so potential recipients can be shared with him. 
 
MBC Ward Councillor for Loose & Linton, Cllr. Brian Clark – See Appendix A for a more detailed overview. 
Cllr. Clark works on the Joint Transport Board and Cllr. Wales is the Cabinet Member for Housing and 
Homelessness.  They work in partnership with the wider Maidstone Borough Council teams, Kent County 
Council, Loose Parish Council, Loose Amenities Association and other local organisations within the Loose 
and Linton areas. 
 
Issues discussed included: 

• Attaining a financial report for the Wheatsheaf and Linton Crossroads junctions for loss and 
reallocation of funds 

• Yellow lines placed at Walnut Tree Avenue and in the Farrows 

• The implementation of the Loose Primary School crossing 

• The 30mph limit along Loose/Linton Road 

• An update regarding the housing development at the bottom of Richmond Way 

• Article 4 and the removal of protections of business buildings to turn them into homes 

• The den adjacent to the King George V Playing Field and its removal 

• Landscape of Local Value and it’s enrolment into the Conservation Plan ready for adoption in late 
summer 2026. 

 
Item 6 – Comments by the public on matters of concern or of local interest 
A question was asked by a member of the public regarding the overflowing manhole cover in Church Street 
and whether there was an update being chased by Cllr. Ford.  Cllr. Thomas explained it was discussed at 
the last Parish Council meeting (16 March 2026) and that Cllr. Ford is still waiting for answers on the 
matter.  Cllr. Clark detailed his involvement in raising the issue and the dangers to and impact on the road 
and to residents.  Cllr. Thomas will follow up this issue. 
 
Another question was asked regarding the Wheatsheaf junction and the outcome for the pub.  Cllr. Clark 
explained that there could be a community bid for the pub and the bid would be taken seriously should a 
group of individuals wish to pursue it.  Cllr. Clark also highlighted the issues that arose after the closure of 
Cranbourne Avenue.   Resident Sean Carter also suggested options for the pub’s future and what the 
timeline would be for a community bid, especially with the pub in disrepair (fallen ceilings and asbestos).  
Cllr. Thomas detailed two stages that would need to occur for the Wheatsheaf pub to be considered for 
new purposes like a community bid.  They are: 1) the report to say it is no longer needed to Office of 
Financial Sanctions Implementation (OFSI) and 2) an investigation into the disposable mechanism.   
 
Item 7 – Closure of the meeting 
Chair, Cllr. Vianne Gibbons, closed the meeting and thanked the staff of Loose Parish Council for their time 
and dedication.   
 
The meeting closed at 8pm. 
 
Residents, councillors and exhibitors were invited to stay for refreshments and nibbles.  
 
Signed by the Chair to the Loose Parish Council…..…………………………………………. 

Dated………………………………… 
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Appendix 1: REPORT FROM LINTON & LOOSE WARD COUNCILLORS BRIAN CLARK & SIMON WALES 
 
Below you will find our report for the Loose Parish Annual Parish Meeting, which highlights work we have 
been involved with in the parish during the last year. This is not an exhaustive list but gives an indication of 
the breadth of work we undertake with residents, Loose Parish Council, MBC, KCC, local groups and 
infrastructure providers and Kent Police. 
Sincerely 
Cllr. Brian Clark 
Cllr. Simon Wales 
 
Parking, Traffic & Highways 

• Cllr. Clark is the Chairman of Maidstone’s Joint Transport Board and has recently highlighted 
failures in delivering the £15m road improvement plan alongside of Maidstone’s housing plan. 
Aborted costs at the Swan junction, Wheatsheaf and Sutton Road amounted to an eyewatering 
£2m with an additional £420k spent on the pub which will now be sold.  

• Cllr. Clark has highlighted £5.5m in developer funding still available from stalled schemes and is 
working with the cabinet and senior officers to determine where this can be reallocated. 

• Ongoing problems with illegal or inconsiderate parking: 
o Cars blocking roads (e.g. Copper Tree Court), risking access for emergency/refuse vehicles. 
o Parking on existing yellow lines in the parish 

• New Double yellow lines at Walnut Tree Avenue, near Loose School and The Farrows near 
Sainsbury’ entrance. Cllrs. Clark and Wales raised met with residents and worked with LPC to 
progress these schemes (now installed) and are continuing to work with parking services on 
enforcement. 

• We successfully worked with KCC to waive the usual highways licence fee for the “Tommy” 
installation in Copper Tree Court  

• We continue to work with parking enforcement to target antisocial parking. Parking patrols have 
been requested, and evidence (photos) is being collected to support action / name and shame 
(school newsletter) 

• Wider traffic issues: 
o We received over 100 letters of support for a 40 mph to 30mph speed reduction along the 

Linton Road (along with support from Loose and Linton Parish Councils) which we submitted 
to KCC with a request for paper. Sadly, in the paper KCC were not willing to support the 
reduction but we will continue to seek opportunities to reduce the speed limit 

o Speeding issues (e.g. Linton crossroads where we have gained condition in planning for a 
30mph limit to span the crossroads funded by developers). 

o Road closures and disruption (especially A229) where we worked to keep the parish and 
residents up to date with events 

o Successfully brought strategic review of road closure management to Joint Transport Board 
work program (ongoing) 

• Consultations and proposals: 
o Publicising of ANPR cameras for box junction enforcement, including Plains Avenue, to local 

community (now closed results to be considered) 

Planning, Development & Infrastructure 
• Cllr. Wales is MBC’s cabinet member for Housing and Homelessness 
• Cllr. Clark serves on MBC’s Strategic Planning Committee. 
• Multiple housing and development projects have been under discussion: 
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o Richmond Way development revised. We worked with MBC and Developers (Aile Homes), 
to gain improvements at the site including a reduction in the number of units from 65 to 37. 
The new scheme involves more green space and biodiversity gains. 

o Worked with planners and Aile Homes to gain planning condition for footpath improvement 
around site 

o Children’s home application at Lancet Lane. Cllr. Clark requested and received a paper at 
Strategic Planning Committee. This highlighted the difficulty to prevent such schemes which 
are effectively permitted development if changes to the property are minimal (there is an 
opportunity to consider a new policy, but this would not come before local government 
reorganisation) 

• The latest Local Plan process has begun – the government is clearly looking to boost housing 
numbers, but we will work with the parish and MBC to gain the best outcome for Loose  

• Cllr. Clark successfully brought a proposal to Strategic Planning to safeguard Maidstone’s 15 best 
Office buildings including Invicta House from “permitted development” to residential conversion. 
Permitted development is harmful as planning permission is not needed for conversion (often by 
London Boroughs) and no money for infrastructure such as roads, schools, education, etc, is 
collected. 

• Cllr. Wales has worked with residents and MBC on enforcement at the Forstal Farm site which is 
still ongoing  

• Cllr. Wales is investigating the rise in service costs for residents at The Farrows after local residents 
raised concern 

Council Governance 
• As a serving Cabinet member Cllr. Wales has played a key role in developing MBC’s proposal for the 

government’s Local government reorganisation proposals which have now been submitted.  
• The borough’s preferred option is a 3-unitary authority model for Kent with Maidstone forming a 

Unitary authority with Tonbridge and Malling, Tunbridge Wells and Sevenoaks.  
• The government’s decision on the model chosen is imminently due. 

Anti-Social Behaviour & Community Safety 
• Cllr. Clark and Cllr. Wales have been proactive in working with MBC and the police on antisocial 

behaviour. Recently they reported an incident in Maidstone Cemetery, and police later reported 
seizure of two motorbikes. 

• Treehouse and Den at Walnut Tree Avenue linked to anti-social behaviour: 
o When LPC had exhausted all efforts to remove the treehouse and clear the area to the rear 

of garages, Cllr. Clark volunteered to remove the treehouse and assemble the waste for 
collection by MBC. This has now been removed with no cost to the parish. 

• Minor incidents (e.g. egging of vehicles) reported  
• Cllr. Clark and Cllr. Wales continue to coordinate with LPC, Kent Police, MBC Enforcement and the 

waste crime team to bring down antisocial activity. 

Environment, Conservation & Public Spaces 
• Proposed expansion of the Loose Valley Conservation Area has received strong support. Cllrs Clark 

and Wales worked with Loose Parish to ensure additional parts of the Loose Valley, not currently in 
the conservation area, are incorporated.  

• These areas were added to the draft conservation plan which is out for consultation. The plan is 
expected to be adopted later this year. 

• Protection of Greensand Ridge 
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o Motion brought to Council by Cllr. Clark to protect the Greensand Ridge received all party 
support. The government’s response indicated the most likely course of action is the 
extension of the Kent Downs National Landscape which is under consideration. 

• Ongoing environmental work: 
o Consideration of biodiversity and green space in housing developments. 
o New tree planting at the edge of Mangravet Playing field following our recommendation for 

planting  

Footpaths and Access  
• Concerns about footpath quality and accessibility: 

o Improvements to footpath agreed with planners and Aile Homes the land rear of Richmond 
Way. 

o We have worked with Public Rights of Way team on many incidents vegetation blocking 
local footpaths 

• Ongoing discussions on accessibility (e.g. Kirkdale surface in winter months). 

Utilities & Infrastructure Issues 
• Water outage highlighted issues: 

o Cllrs. Clark and Wales worked with SE Water to gain updates to keep residents and the 
parish informed during outage.  

o Cllr. Clark arranged for emergency water station for Loose Residents to be relocated from 
Headcorn to Mote Park (as Headcorn unacceptably far). 

• After the second A229 Road closure, Cllr. Clark requested a report at Maidstone Joint Transport 
Board for a strategic review of road closures, considering HGV movements, concurrent planned 
road works, stakeholder notification and improved signage  

• Questions raised over infrastructure decisions (e.g. speed camera removed at Southborough 
School) 

• We regularly report Highways Issues in our local area (and beyond) and have encouraged residents 
to report on the highways problem reporting page 

Community & Local Economy 

• Cllr. Clark was invited as Deputy Mayor of Maidstone to open the Loose Fete and Dog Show 
arranged by Loose Parish Council, the Loose Duck Race arranged by Loose Amenities Association 
and the opening of the new Loose Goose coffee shop. 

• Cllr. Clark has served as Deputy Chair of Hayle Park Nature Reserve and Cllr. Wales has agreed to 
become a trustee. The trust held many events during the year including evening bat walks, small 
mammal surveys, dawn chorus survey, and a major summer event with BBQ and theatre troupe. 
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Appendix 2:  Report from KCC Councillor Paul Thomas 

Coming to the end of my first year as a County Councillor for Maidstone South, I’ve completed the training 
and coming to terms with the magnitude of the task in hand. This is complicated with the Local 
Government Re-organisation which may or may not go ahead.  

Key issues impacting the North Loose area has been the road closures for the gas mains, potholes, and 
water supply outages. 

I have raised the road closures at the relevant Cabinet Committee meetings and Full Council, as well as 
discussing matters with our Highway Officer to ensure lessons are learned and future disruptions are 
minimised. This will be an ongoing issue in our area due to the ageing infrastructure. 

Potholes will continue to be an ongoing issue until such time as the Government provides sufficient funds 
to repair the roads rather than reactionary measures. I’ll continue to press for this at every opportunity. 

I was instrumental in calling for the KCC Short focused Inquiry into Water Supply in Kent. I am one of the 
Inquiry Members and we are about halfway through the process. We are yet to have the session with 
Southeast Water but the responses from Parish Councils have been very informative. The report is due to 
be published during mid to late May. It will contain recommendations for KCC to adhere to as well as asks 
of Government and the Water Companies. 

I have used some of my Combined Members Grant to assist the Scouts with the Maidstone Gang Show, 
Wishing Hearts to put on a tea party for the senior members of our communities, Maidstone Amateur 
Boxing Club and the Family Hubs Children’s Christmas Party. I am always looking out for other good causes 
to support so please do let me know of any to consider. 

Finally, I am actively dealing with residents’ issues regarding education including home to school transport 
and looking to forge better working relationships with elected members at all levels of governance to 
deliver for our area. Don’t forget the quickest way to get highway matters/issues dealt with is by 
registering it on the KCC Report an issue on the website. But please let me know the reference number 
generated so I can add weight to it. 

Always looking to serve you better and deliver for our communities. 

Kindest regards 


