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LOOSE

PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE
ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE MEETING

Monday 11 May 2026 at 7.30pm
in the Loose Parish Pavilion, King George V Playing Field, ME15 9RG.

In attendance: ClIr. Velma Bennett - Vice-Chair (VB) who chaired the meeting, Clir. Jim Andrew (JA), Clir.
Elaine Lawford (EL) and Cllr. M. Westwood (MW).

Also in attendance: Nicky Bourne (Clerk - NB) who took the minutes.

There was one member of the public in attendance.

Housekeeping and meeting rules were covered by VB before the meeting began.

AGENDA

1.

To receive any apologies for absence
Previously received apologies from ClIr. Sarah Leeson (SL) and Cllr. Sue Hill (SH) were accepted by
the the Committee.

To receive and agree any decision regarding any item to be taken as confidential
None.

To receive any declarations of pecuniary interest on items in the agenda

(In accordance with the NALC Model Code of Conduct for Parish Councils (pursuant to section 27 of the Localism Act
2011). In addition, any declaration of personal or prejudicial interest (as agreed by LPC 21 Jan 13)).

None.

To receive any signed dispensation requests for any item on this agenda
(For Councillors to approve/disapprove as appropriate and to agree the reason for the dispensation if approved (see
dispensation form). This follows the agreement made by the LPC at the meeting held on the 17 July 17).

None.

To sign as a correct record, the minutes of the meeting held on 23 February 2026 (Pages 476-480)
The minutes of the meeting held on 23 February 2026 (Pages 476-480) were duly AGREED and
signed by the Vice-Chair. Action: NB.

Questions/comments from the public or community groups (3mins)

(To include any correspondence & phone calls received by the office from members of the public)
Richmond Way Green Trees

A resident of Lacock Gardens has enquired about the maintenance of the hedge and trees at the end
of his property which borders public footpath KB21 and Richmond Way Green. NB had consulted
KCC Public Rights of Way (PROW) and shared their comments. After discussion the Committee
AGREED to add any trees inside the boundary to the tree safety survey for review. Action: NB.

Roadworks and road closures — SGN gas main repair projects

NB updated on the notification by Southern Gas Networks (SGN) of major gas main replacement
works across the parish over forthcoming months. These are divided into individual projects (named
Pickering Street, Norrington Road and Busbridge Road) but they affect many surrounding roads. SGN
are communicating with the office to plan effective signage. They are hosting a drop-in session on
12 May 2026 for those affected by the Pickering Street project, which has no diversion route. The
Clerks will provide direct SGN contact information to any residents with concerns. Action: Clerks.
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Church Street pedestrian barrier enquiry — EL did a site visit and raised the matter with LPC’s Kent
County Council (KCC) Highways Improvement Partner who confirmed that there is insufficient space
for any installation at this site. Action: Office to respond to resident.

Wheelchair access to King George V Recreation Ground (KGV) — following an incident at the main
gate of KGV, the committee discussed all entrances and AGREED that suggestions be shared with
the Deputy Clerk (AB) for investigation, compliance and costing. Action: AB.

Review of the Action List from the meeting held on 23 February 2026
The action list from the meeting held on 23 February had been pre-circulated and progress noted.
NB advised that the streetlights supply remained a priority for investigation. Action: NB.

Allotment/Brooks Field boundary — to discuss the boundary collapse issue and make any
necessary decisions

Notes from the site meeting at the allotments attended by SL, VB and Patrick Golding (PG) (Loose
Gardeners Society) had been pre-circulated. PG is arranging a site visit with the Badger Trust and the
Committee will await the report. The proposed actions were discussed and it was AGREED to
consult the tree surgeon regarding the number of dead trees in the collapsed land area, their
recommendations and costings if all dead trees were to be removed. Action: NB. The Committee
does not agree the proposed building work at this stage and there may be a need for civil
engineering expertise. LPC will require compliance from an ecological perspective, as advised in the
reports they had commissioned last year.

Brooks Field — Pond - Roy’s Wood — to discuss items below and make any necessary decisions
Water quality/fish survey (from Loose Neighbourhood Plan Working Group)

A resident attended to explain measures taken related to the Environment Agency’s (EA)
classifications of the Loose stream water quality and fish stocks as being “poor”. Letters have been
sent to neigbouring organisations and riparian owners seeking their support to challenge EA. After
discussion the Committee AGREED to request sight of the most recent WFD data (from 2025) when
released and also AGREED to write to EA in support of the resident’s proposals (that EA conduct a
fish survey in 2027 in more suitable locations and share the actions they are taking to investigate
pollution and poor water quality). Action: NB.

Meadow update

The cut of the riverbank meadow strip was done by volunteers. Seed has been purchased and the
four sections of wildflower meadow in Brooks Field have received a boost with the same seedmix as
purchased for the river bank last year. For the Loose Amenities Association (LAA) duck race on 25
May these sections will be partly roped off for protection from trampling. Action: NB.

Roy’s Wood update

The two oak trees donated by Kent Friends of the Trees have been planted and are being watered
regularly. The vandalised chequer tree is in leaf. The memorial willow and the oaks donated by a
local family continue to thrive. NB suggested it would be beneficial to have a working party to clear
the bases of the young trees. Action: NB.

Pondworks plans for 2026

Communications with the Pond Warden and Medway Valley Countryside Partnership (MVCP) had
been shared with regard to potential silt removal projects. After discussion the Committee AGREED
that subject to satisfactory research, LPC would cover the £320 cost of the supervisor for the MVCP
volunteer workforce to attend for a day in late autumn. Action: NB to advise Pond Warden to
proceed with further research and to share findings.
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10. King George V Playing Field (KGVPF) — to receive the quarterly KGVPF walkabout report completed

11.

12.

on 24 April 2026 and make any necessary decisions
The report from the KGVPF quarterly walkabout on 24 April 2026 had been circulated and
environment matters arising were noted. Action: NB/AB.

Public Rights of Way (PROW) - to receive updates on PROW matters and make any necessary
decisions

The Greenway (KB22B)

KCC PROW have provided information on their scheduled maintenance and will not be including the
Greenway sections of KB22. The project proposed by the volunteer was agreed at the LPC meeting
on 20 April 2026 and the products have been supplied. He will be meeting the Community Payback
team on site early in June to discuss the work. KCC PROW have not replied about the surface issues
or overhanging tree so NB will chase these up. Action: NB.

Footpath alongside Mangravet Wood (Pheasant Lane to Mangravet Field - KB26)

The Community Payback team have been secured for 4-5 June to carry out surface repairs to the
footpath so the volunteer has been liasing with KCC PROW regarding the provision of the materials.
He may have found a cheaper source for the hire of the plate compactor that LPC agreed to fund.
Action: NB to monitor progress.

Footpath from Kirkdale to Lancet Lane (KB42)
Following concerns about access by vehicles, LAA have put in a post with the agreement of KCC
PROW. All parties involved in the cutting error have dealt with the matter.

A mock-up of a Loose PROW map produced by the Ramblers Association arrived today. SL and MW
will take forward and bring to the committee for agreement. Action: SL/MW.

Highways — to receive an update from the Highways Working Group (HWG) and make any

necessary decisions

EL updated on activities of the HWG.

e ELand MW attended a site visit with KCC Highways Improvement Plan partner Emily Rodgers
(ER) on 7 May to discuss the A229 issues near the village green. ER advised that a scheme is
being designed for the bend which would be funded by KCC. They viewed the pedestrian barrier
that has been reported because it is missing fixings and noted cars exiting Old Loose Hill from
the entry lane, so ER suggested No Entry road markings should be added to the HIP.

e MW raised an issue at the junction of Norrington Road where there is a need for either an
extension to double yellow lines or enforcement to resolve access and sightlines being blocked
by parked cars.

e Paynes Lane school traffic issues have come up via the Neighbourhood Plan community
engagement, including a suggestion for a 20mph limit for the roads surrounding the school
campus. This will be assessed after the public consultations have taken place.

e Avehicle activated sign that displays a driver’s current speed could be considered for the A229.
LPC would have to purchase the asset and it is portable so can be moved to different locations.

e ER confirmed that automatic traffic counters (ATCs) are going to be installed at the 30/40mph
boundary, funded by KCC to provide up to date data on traffic frequency, speed and flow.

e Sean Carter met with Five Acre Wood school representatives and they wish to meet with KCC
Highways engineers regarding the feasibility of an access point at the back of the school.

e NB shared discussions with Albany funerals and Loose Primary School regarding parking and
traffic matters outside the school. NB will contact lona Rugulski (KCC Schools Active Travel
Project Manager) following her presentation at the KCC seminar attended by NB and EL on 21
April at County Hall. There is a wish to collaborate on initiatives to encourage more active travel
to try to reduce the number of cars parking so close to the school and parking irresponsibly. A
meeting between all three parties is taking place on 13 May.

All actions ongoing — HWG to bring anything needing a decision to the next meeting.
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13.

a.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

Risk/General Maintenance - to discuss items below and make any necessary decisions

Ragstone wall repairs

Valley Conservation Society held their working party on Tuesday 5 May and completed the majority
of the repairs to the ragstone wall forming the allotment boundary on Old Loose Hill. More work is
planned. NB will find out next plans and advise when the work is finished. Action: NB. A decision on
the donation amount will need to be decided. Action: Full Council.

Tree works update

Quotes for the work advised in the tree safety report have been received but additional matters
have arisen at the allotments and it is now nesting season. NB will pick up and progress matters. Any
guotes to be circulated by Round Robin as previously agreed. Action: NB.

Outstanding maintenance tasks and priorities

Photographs of all the maintenance work by the handyman had been circulated. He has painted
most of the benches around the parish, fixed a broken bench and painted Brooks Field gates. NB and
AB fitted the new Greenway noticeboard. The post and rail fence istallation at Wheatsheaf parade
was completed. Tasks remaining include making a KCC member grant application for the salt bin at
Carman’s Close, and purchasing treeguards for the whips at Richmond Way Green. Action: NB.

Finance - To receive an update on the 2026/27 budget from the Responsible Finance Officer
The financial information had been circulated and was noted.

To review the first draft of the 2026-27 Management Plan and make any necessary decisions

The 2026-27 Management Plan had been circulated to show planned and ongoing projects and was
noted. Some of the wooden planters may need renewal soon but the triangle wall is not seen as a
priority. The Mangravet Wood earmarked reserve was discussed. This has been started because LPC
may need to take over the maintenance of the area from North Loose Ltd at some point in the
future. The fund is currently an LPC (not ENV) fund. This may change if/when the money needs to be
accessed. It is likely the Environment Committee would manage any work so it was felt the fund
should be allocated to this committee at this point.

NB still intends to revise the document to provide updates on the financial situation for each project
every meeting. Action: NB. The Committee will need to produce a 3-year budget forecast when they
plan their budget in November. Action: Committee.

To ratify any ROUND ROBIN decisions since 24 November 2025
None.

To discuss and agree any additions or changes to the website and media
Councillors were reminded to review the Environment Committee information on a regular basis
and advise the Assistant Clerk of any required updates.

Other Items (discussion only)
None.

Date of Next Meeting — 27 July 2026

The meeting closed at 9.28 pm.
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